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Guidelines for Visitors leading Collective Worship at  
Worlebury St Paul’s Church of England V.A. Primary School. 

 
Worship for children is a natural response to their developing ideas about God. This takes 
many forms as their worship is not static but rather an expression of a real and developing 
relationship with God. Their understanding will be enhanced by being given opportunities to 
share in experiences appropriate to their spiritual and conceptual development. 

 
Visitors leading collective worship are an integral part of our school as we feel this benefits 
our children by extending the range and quality. 
The school ensures that visitors understand that collective worship in schools is an 
educational and not an evangelistic opportunity. 
 
Collective worship needs to be planned carefully as for any other learning and teaching 
activities in the school, and require the same essential features: 
 

 Clear objectives. 
 

 Clarity for the children about the element of the faith being discussed. 
 

 Relevant to the needs, interests, ages and abilities of the children. 
 

 Use of artefacts and pictures to both stimulate and support understanding. 
 

 Participation of children through drama, story, music, dance etc. 
 

 Opportunity for children to develop spirituality. 
 
It might include: 
 

 Opportunities for children to share experiences, beliefs, values and concerns which are 
important to them. 

 

 Opportunities for prayer, meditation or reflection, especially on those things which 
inspire awe , wonder, gratitude, praise or a sense of being part of something greater 
than ourselves. 

 

 Opportunities to reflect upon holy texts or other writings which bring out religious 
themes. 

 

 Performances of music, drama or dance that evokes a spiritual response. 
 

 Reflecting on the lives of people who can be said to be worthy because of their 
courage, compassion or commitment to truth. 

 

 Opportunities to reflect on the darker side of life, sharing in the sense of grief of those 
who are suffering or encouraging a sense of responsibility for those in need. 
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 A response to national or international current events which are worthy of serious 
consideration or celebration. 

 
Guidelines  
 

 Visitors will always be made welcome and treated with respect and care. 

 Visitors will be given the collective worship policy and guidelines. 

 Visitors will be given the theme from the collective worship cycle. By mutual consent 
this can on occasions be altered. 

 Visitors should be asked to follow the school’s expectations for worship. 

 Visitors should be asked to use the hymns the children are familiar with so that they 
can participate in the singing. If a visitor wants to introduce a new hymn this should be 
by mutual consent and short enough for the children to be able to learn the majority of it 
in a relatively short amount of time or alternatively be a hymn that the children listen to 
and join in when they can. 

This policy will be reviewed according to the Policy cycle. 

Signed :    

Date : 22.11.2012 

Equality Impact Assessment Review : 24.11.2010 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


