
Worlebury St Paul’s Church of England V.A. Primary School 

Teaching British Values 

 

 

1. Democracy 

2. The Rule of Law 

3. Individual liberty 

4. Mutual respect 

5. Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs 

 

The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation on all 

schools to promote the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 

mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.” 

 

Being part of Britain 

Although British Values are reinforced through every day school life, our curriculum is also tailored to ensure 

children understand what it means to be British. Here are some examples: 

Geographically: Learning themes such as ‘Where in the World Are We?’ ensures that children have a better 

understanding of where Britain is, learning more about: 

 It’s capital cities and counties, it’s rivers and mountains 

 How ‘Great Britain’ differs from ‘England’ and ‘the United States of America’? 

 Where Britain is in relation to the rest of Europe and other countries in the world 

Historically: The Learning Theme, ‘Can you make a difference?’ has a main focus of British history. During this 

learning theme, children learn about an aspect of past British life and how this has developed and changed over 

time. The actual theme depends on the interests of the children (and teacher), but might include inventions and 

discoveries, or houses, or medicine. 

The Government set out its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy, and these values have been 

reiterated this year (2014).  At Worlebury St Paul’s School these values are reinforced regularly and in the 

following ways: 

 

Democracy 

Democracy is a core part of our school life. Through our Children’s Voice group and pupil questionnaires, 

children have an opportunity to have their views listened to regularly.  

Children’s Voice is voted in by their class in a truly democratic way. The group has its own budget and is able to 

genuinely effect change within the school.  

Every year our children choose the charities we will support and how we will raise the money.  Children 

independently organise events to raise money E.g. Comic Relief Day, sponsored walk, cake sales. 

It is standard procedure for our children to write and ask the questions when we interview and appoint staff.  

They played an important role in evaluating the fairness and effectiveness of our behaviour system, which we 

then amended as a result. 

In the past, Children’s Voice has designed the school logo, when we expanded form a First School to a full 

Primary School.  Our children have recently helped design our new playground. 

 



 

Pupils are always listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully and with concern to each other, 

respecting the right of every individual to have their opinions and voices heard. We encourage pupils to take 

ownership of not only their school but also of their own learning and progress. This encourages a heightened 

sense of both personal and social responsibility and is demonstrated on a daily basis by our pupils. 

 

The Rule of Law 

The importance of Laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are consistently 

reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as when dealing with behaviour and through collective 

worship. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws, that they govern and protect us, the 

responsibilities that this involves and the consequences when laws are broken. Visits from authorities such as the 

Police, Fire Service and Lifeguards help reinforce this message.  

 

 

 

Individual Liberty 

Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and supportive 

environment.  As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make these choices, through 

careful provision and an empowering education.  Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their 

rights and personal freedoms, for example through our E-Safety and PSHE lessons. Pupils are given the freedom 

to make choices, for example signing up for extra-curricular clubs, choosing the level of challenge in some 

lessons and deciding what to present at family worships to parents. 

 

  

Mutual Respect 

As a Church of England school, our ethos is based around core Christian values, including respect. Our school 

vision is firmly based on the value of respect, which permeates through all aspects of school life, including our 

Striving for Excellence Plan and behaviour policy. This is supported by our values led worship time, with a 

different value each half term.   

 

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs 

This is achieved through enhancing pupils understanding of their place in a culturally diverse society and by 

giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. Our RE curriculum is thought out with great care and 

empathy to address this either directly or through the inclusion of stories and celebrations from a variety of faiths 

and cultures. Members of different faiths or religions are encouraged to share their knowledge to enhance 

learning within classes and the school. We aim for children to visit places of worship that are important to 

different faiths. We have a link with two schools in Tanzania which gives pupils the opportunity to learn about 

other cultures. We also use opportunities such as The Olympics and World Cups to learn about other countries. 

 

 

 


